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CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal Service as 
first class mail in an envelope addressed to: Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks, 
Washington, D.C. 20231 on , 



By 



Sir: 

In compliance with 37 C.F.R. §1.131, the purpose of this Declaration is to establish 
£0jTcjpJiQn of the claimed invention in the above-identified patent application (hereinafter "the 
Subject Application") in the United States, prior to April 27, 199 9, which is the filling date of the 
Wisdo m refere nce (U.S. Patent No. 6,145,741) and subsequent diligence pursuing the claimed 
invention until a constructive reduction to practice as evidenced by the filing of the Subject 
Application. The Wisdom reference was cited by the Examiner in an Office Action dated^Aay — _ 
7, 2002 for the Subject Application. 
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I, the undersigned, does hereby declare: 

1. That I am one of the named inventors for the claimed subject matter of the 
Subject Application. 

2. That prior to April 27, 1999, the inventors had conceived, in the United States, 
the subject matter claimed in the Subject Application. 

3. That the attached document illustrates a mock up of an exemplary purchase 
card (attached as Exhibit A to this Declaration and with the dates blocked out) which bears a 
date prior to April 27, 1999 and evidences conception in the United States of the claimed 
invention prior to April 27, 1999 the filing date of the Wisdom reference. 

4. That the invention was diligently pursued by the inventors from prior to April 27, 
1999 to a subsequent constructive reduction to practice as evidenced by U.S. Patent 
Application Serial No. 09/363,499 which was filed on July 29, 1999. 

5. That diligence was exhibited by numerous events which transpired from before 
April 27, 1999 to July 29, 1999; some of these events are highlighted below: 



4/99 



the inventors initial contacted a patent attorney to inquiry about 




pursing patent protection for the subject matter claimed in the 



Subject Application; 



5/14/99 



the inventors requested an assessment as to the patentability of 



the subject claimed in the Subject Application in view of U.S. 



Patent No. 5, 884,272 (see facsimile attached as Exhibit B) and a 




patentability assessment was subsequently conducted by patent 
counsel over the next four weeks in accordance with counsel's 
standard business practice 
6/11/99 patent counsel provided inventors an assessment as to the 
patentability of the subject claimed in the Subject Application in 
view of U.S. Patent No. 5, 884,272; 

shortly thereafter inventors authorized patent counsel to begin 
preparing a patent application directed to the subject claimed in 
the Subject Application and patent counsel prepared a first draft of 
a patent application over the next few weeks in accordance with 
counsel's standard business practice; 

7/14/99 patent counsel provides first draft of patent application to the 
inventors for review (see letter attached as Exhibit C); and 

7/22/99 subsequent to revising the patent application in accordance with 
comments received from the inventors, patent counsel provides 
inventors with a final draft of the patent application and formal 
application documents for execution by the inventors (see letter 
attached as Exhibit D). 



6. 



That the inventors have never abandoned the patent application. 





7. I hereby declare that all statements made herein are of my own knowledge and 
are true and that all statements on information and belief are believed to be true; and, further, 
that these statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the like 
so made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the 
United States Code and that such willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the 
Subject Application or any patent which issues thereon. 
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BEST AVAILABLE COPY 



PrivaCard mock up 
Front of Card 



PRIVACASH-COM 



BUY IN COMPLETE PRIVACY 




The purenus 
price of t Hi s 
care )9 525. A 
$3 charge hat 
boon deducted 
to offer you this private) 
service, Tnls lca*«s 
a fca I an co for you of 522 
available for purchases 
anywftcrg on the Internet 




EXPIRATION DATE 
□ □/□0 



Back of Card 




PRIVACASH-COM 

Buy In complete privacy 1 

Juetgo to our website at PRIVACASHXOM and typn in the number below. It's 
that oasy. Your card is immediately activated. Then you can purchase anything 
you want (to the limit of the card) whenever you wish In complete privacy just tike 
reel each! And don't forgot to take advantage of hundreds of dollars in 
manufacturer's coupons for your favorite products and brands at our website. 

Noto to holder; Thie card Is as good as caah up to $22 in purchases S months 
from the data of activation. Treat it just aa you would cash and koop it in a safe 
place. And rf you wish to convert any remaining funds in this card for cash 
currency prior to the 6 month expiration simply go to any ATM. 
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Bank 




The card has been enlarged to 
show detail, The actual size will be the 
same as norma! credit cards only with a 
common name. 
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VENTURE PRRTNERS LLC 

Telefax 



To: 


Rich Carlson 


From: Dave Sutton 


Fax: 


(248) 641-0270 


Pages; 9 


Phono; 


(248) 641-1600 


Date: 5/14/99 2:12 PM 


Re: 




CC: - Doug Blasiman 



□ Urgent □ For Review □ Please Comment □ Please Reply □ Please Recycle 



Rich- 



I ran across this article in Forbes about the guy who came up with the idea for 
Priceline.com 

It looks like he is working on an number of ideas which he intends to patent. 
I've noted one on page 185. It has nothing to do with our idea except that he has 
keyed in on the "anonymity" concept-and he could ultimately make the connection 
similar to our idea. I think we should make it a priority to get ours on file ASAP. 
Thanks, Dave. 
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Mr. David B. Sutton 
D 2 Venture Partners LLC 
23 East Front Street 
Monroe, Michigan 48161 

Mr. Douglas E. Blasiman 
Ernst & Young LLP 
One SeaGate 
Toledo, Ohio 43604 

Re: U. S. Patent Application for a 

"System For Preserving Purchaser Anonymity"; 
Our Reference No. 9204-000001 

Dear Dave and Doug, 

I am enclosing a first draft for the above-identified patent application. Please review the 
application for its technical accuracy and content. It is important that you thoroughly review this draft 
and make any necessary changes at this time, as new subject matter cannot be added after the application 
is filed. 

During your review, please feel free to supplement the application and make additional changes or 
corrections that you believe will enhance the disclosure of the invention. When you are satisfied with the 
content of the application as well as the scope and variation of the claims, please return the marked-up 
application to me via facsimile. Alternatively, if you wish to discuss changes, please contact me at (248) 
641-1286. If you have any additional comments or questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Very truly yours, 
Timothy D. Maclntyre 

TDM/gp 
Enclosure 
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Mr. David B. Sutton 
D 2 Venture Partners LLC 
23 East Front Street 
Monroe, Michigan 48161 

Mr. Douglas E. Blasiman 
Ernst & Young LLP 
One SeaGate 
Toledo, Ohio 43604 

Re: U. S. Patent Application for a 

"System For Preserving Purchaser Anonymity"; 
Our Reference No. 9204-00000 1 . 

Dear Dave and Doug, 

Enclosed please find the original Declaration and Power of Attorney and a Verified Statement 
claiming small entity status relating to the above-identified patent application. Please execute and date 
each of the enclosed documents. Please return the original executed documents to me for filing with the 
U.S . Patent and Trademark Office. 

If you have any questions regarding this matter, please feel free to contact me. 

Very truly yours, 

Timothy D. Maclntyre 
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Enclosures 
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This Page is Inserted by IFW Indexing and Scanning 
Operations and is not part of the Official Record 



Defective images within this document are accurate representations of the original 
documents submitted by the applicant. 

Defects in the images include but are not limited to the items checked: 

□ BLACK BORDERS 

□ IMAGE CUT OFF AT TOP, BOTTOM OR SIDES 



□ BLURRED OR ILLEGIBLE TEXT OR DRAWING 

□ SKEWED/SLANTED IMAGES 

□ COLOR OR BLACK AND WHITE PHOTOGRAPHS 

□ GRAY SCALE DOCUMENTS 

□ LINES OR MARKS ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT 

□ REFERENCE(S) OR EXHIBIT(S) SUBMITTED ARE POOR QUALITY 

□ OTHER: 

IMAGES ARE BEST AVAILABLE COPY. 
As rescanning these documents will not correct the image 
problems checked, please do not report these problems to 
the IFW Image Problem Mailbox. 
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FADED TEXT OR DRAWING 



